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Classes: remote, again
University
postpones
in-person
instruction
amid surge
By Evan Reinhardt &
D’Netrus Chevis-Rose

ASST. NEWS EDITOR & STAFF WRITER

Many San Jose State community members
are responding to the Spring 2022 semester’s
remote start as the omicron variant spreads
throughout Santa Clara County.
SJSU Interim President Steve Perez
announced in a Jan. 12 campuswide email
that the university will move to remote
instruction starting today through Feb. 11 in
response to growing concerns regarding the
omicron variant.
Communications senior Steven Nguyen said
he was disappointed following the university’s
announcement.
“It’s bad organization and bad planning,”
Nguyen said in an email. “They could’ve said a
heads-up way before in December 2021.”
Kenneth Mashinchi, senior director
of strategic communications and media
relations for SJSU, said the decision was
made with the safety and health of on-campus

community members as a “top priority.”
“We understand and empathize with students
and faculty who desire learning in an in-person
capacity,” he said in an email. “We hope to
return to that modality on Feb. 14 and will
continue to track the omicron variant.”
Nguyen said although he’s disappointed
about the university’s “late response”, he’s been
trying to support other students with words of
encouragement on the SAMMY App.
“Don’t let these variants like omicron get
in your way of learning and pursuing your
careers and dreams,” Nguyen said. “I can tell
how it is to take in that struggle, the stress, and
the anxiety for students having to go through
this . . . It’s not easy.”
According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, the omicron variant
COVID-19 | Page 2

New UPD chief promises change
By Bryanna Bartlett
PRODUCTION EDITOR

Michael Carroll, former Alameda Sheriff ’s
Department captain, assumed his role as
San Jose State’s new UPD chief on
Jan. 18 after weeks of being the university’s
top candidate.
“I have created a reputation for being
an inclusive, transparent, innovative leader.
Over the past several years, I have created
various programs and opportunities designed
to bridge the gap between law enforcement
and the community,” said Carroll, who
worked with Alameda’s department for more
than 26 years, in a Jan. 14 campuswide email.
He said he’ll carry those attributes in his
new position as he envisions a present,
responsive and comprehensive department
built on “partnerships, integrity and
professionalism.”
Charlie Faas, SJSU vice president for
administration and finance, said Carroll’s

work history, community action and to submit feedback forms after the forum to
approach to the hiring and recruitment the VP Administration and Finance website
committees made him a front runner in the until Dec. 10, 2021.
new-chief search from the start.
Carroll retired on April 1 from his position
“We are thrilled that he is
in Alameda County, near
joining the SJSU team,” Faas
Oakland, and was the only
said in an email. “He will
candidate under review by
be bringing a communitythe committees.
policing approach that is
Rus Drew, associate vice
friendly, transparent and
president and police chief for
inclusive.”
Emory University in Atlanta,
The UPD chief hiring and
Georgia and a potential
finalist in SJSU’s UPD chief
recruitment committees were
search, was removed from
composed of students, staff,
faculty and administrative
his Dec. 7, 2021 open forum
with the campus community a
members.
day prior.
Before Carroll assumed MICHAEL CARROLL
Faas said in a phone call
his role he met with the SJSU
community in a hybrid open forum on that there was a “laundry list of things” as to
Dec. 9, 2021 and subsequently the hiring why Drew was no longer a candidate but it
and recruitment committees met with the had nothing to do with the university or the
chief position.
university to debrief.
During the Dec. 9 forum, Carroll
SJSU community members were also able

APPLY NOW
FOR STUDENT ORG FUNDING!

ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OFFERS UP TO $2,700
PER ACADEMIC YEAR!

discussed his successes in using
community-based concepts in policing and
said if he assumed the position, he would
implement similar programs and services
in UPD.
“When we talk about community policing,
it’s a collaboration. We have to learn from
each other but we also have to be willing to
listen to each other and we have to come at
it at different angles,” Carroll said during the
forum. “Everyone has to be at the table.”
He said one of his community service
projects, with the help of two colleagues,
included the Barbershop Forum that began
in 2017 and consisted of events for the
community to ask law enforcement questions
and create solution-based conversations.
Forum panelists often included police
department higher-ups, city officials and
district attorney department members who’d
explain their policies or address community

TRAINING SESSIONS:
FRI. JANUARY 28, 1-2PM
THUR. FEBRUARY 10, 10-11AM
FRI. MARCH 11,11-12PM
ATTENDING MANDATORY TRAINING IS REQUIRED FOR ELLIGIBILITY.
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POLICE
Continued from page 1
concerns such as officer-involved
shootings.
Carroll said UPD needs to be
more engaged with students, faculty
and staff because the industry
is struggling from the “bad rap”
officers get on social media.
“[Globally,] there’s been a large
outcry for ‘Defund the Police.’
Do we really want to defund
the police or are we looking to
reimagine law enforcement?”
he said. “We have to bring the
community into law enforcement
so that they can have a better
understanding of what we do.”
History senior Davier Floyd,
who’s also the Black Male Collective
president, said he wants to see
changes in how campus police
approach student issues.
“The most important thing is
to be transparent about the rules
you’re creating and why you’re
creating the laws . . . why they’re
structured and are being enforced
in such a way,” Floyd said in a

phone call. “I think that’s important
for us to feel comfortable calling
the police in certain situations, to
understand what might happen.”
Carroll said he wants to challenge
the SJSU community’s perception
of its officers and those who have

implement its diversity, equity
and inclusion through hiring
and promotion opportunities,
disciplinary processes and officer
training, which will include
cultural humility, de-escalation and
other courses.

Michael Carroll, to be quite frank, needs very
little mentoring. He has a great history of
community service, which San Jose State and
UPD could use a lot of . . . and a great deal of
experience in law enforcement.
Ric Abeyta

UPD interim chief

distrustful feelings and ask them
to “come to the table.”
“They can meet with us, build a
bond and we can explain what our
position is on campus and what
kind of services we do provide,”
Carroll said.
Carroll said UPD must
continually
examine
and

COVID-19
Continued from page 1
was identified in most U.S. states and
territories as of Dec. 20, 2021, increasing
the number of COVID-19 cases attributed
to omicron over other variants, according
to its webpage.
Omicron will “likely spread more easily”
than SARS-CoV-2, the original virus that
causes COVID-19, and its transmissibility
compared to the delta variant “remains
unknown,” according to the same CDC
variant webpage.
Psychology junior Iris Schmidt said
dealing with COVID-19 symptoms
during final exams in December 2021 was
challenging.
“I had to take a chemistry exam when
I had full blown COVID symptoms
. . . and I really think it affected my
academic performance as it was really hard
to focus,” she said in an email.
Santa Clara County detected its
first case of the omicron variant on
Dec. 9, 2021 in an individual that returned
from out-of-state travel, according to an
Office of Communications and Public
Affairs webpage.
The county has experienced a 7-day
average of 3,903 reported COVID-19
cases as of Jan. 25, according to the county
COVID-19 data and reports webpage.
The omicron variant accounts for
1,981 confirmed COVID-19 cases in
Santa Clara County as of Jan. 25, though
there have been 14,355 confirmed cases
of the Delta variant, according to the
county’s COVID-19 Variant Dashboard.
Aviation sophomore Alexander Mullane
said several of his friends have tested
positive for COVID-19 since the holiday
season.
“If a student has asymptomatic omicron
and goes to an in-person class, then they
risk spreading it to their classmates, even
if everyone has been fully vaccinated and
boosted,” Mullane said. “This variant is

“We need to address our biases
. . . whether it’s implicit bias,
explicit or complicit, we have to
address those issues. If we have to
provide training then we provide
training. If there’s a continuation of
the negative behavior or once the
behavior is identified . . . we can
look at the disciplinary process,” he

highly transmissible, and even simple
activities – such as going to class or meeting
up with friends – can help it spread further.”
He said online instruction is necessary
because of how highly transmissible the
omicron variant appears to be, even among
vaccinated individuals.

Remote instruction
Although most courses are being
conducted remotely, Mashinchi said
exceptions may be granted by a dean for
courses that must meet in person starting
the week of Jan. 31 to address students’
“immediate learning needs.”
He said examples of courses meeting an
exemption may be lab sections, studios, or
individual instruction.
Social, swing and latin dance professor
Bud Ayers said he petitioned for his class to
meet in person.
“I had to restructure my entire class
because the whole thing that makes it unique
is learning to deal with each other,” Ayers
explained in a phone call. “When you’re
online you’re just dealing with yourself and
not everybody gets to interact.”
Ayers said he taught his dance students
through Zoom in 2020 and since then,
he’s noticed students learn more effectively
in person.
“[Online instruction] really doesn’t
work because the majority of students were
turning off their cameras and I couldn’t give
much feedback,” he said.
Ayers said he plans to implement stricter
mask and distance protocols among his
students to ensure “maximum safety.”
“I think that we still don’t have it perfect
but at least we’re getting closer to the
solution,” he said.

Booster shots
At least 1,606,278 of all Santa Clara
County residents, or about 83%, are
vaccinated and 901,410 residents received
a booster shot, according to the county data
and reports webpage as of Jan. 25.
In accordance with a Dec. 22, 2021
California State University COVID-19

said during the forum. “We need to
talk about racism and why it exists
and how it impacts our community
and . . . our profession.”
Faas said he and Carroll had
many conversations about the
chief position as an opportunity
to demonstrate his values and
how they align with the SJSU
community’s needs.
He said as of Jan. 18, Carroll
is being mentored by UPD’s
Interim Chief Ric Abeyta and will
be spending time getting to know
the team.
“I’m not sure that I would call
it mentoring,” Abeyta said in a
phone call. “Michael Carroll, to
be quite frank, needs very little
mentoring. He has a great history
of community service, which
San Jose State and UPD could use
a lot of . . . and a great deal of
experience in law enforcement.”
Abeyta,
former
SJSU
UPD chief from 1988-2004,
returned to the role intermly
on July 21, 2021 after former
Chief Gina Di Napoli resigned
on May 14 and the university
launched a nationwide search for
her replacement.

vaccination policy update, booster shots
are required for students to be considered
fully vaccinated, Perez said in the
Jan. 12 campuswide email.
Students and university employees must
get a booster shot if more than two months
have passed since a Johnson & Johnson
dose or if five months or more have passed
since the Pfizer or Moderna second dose,
Perez said.
All students who are registered for hybrid
or in-person classes are required to provide
proof of their vaccination by Jan. 31 if they
are booster eligible.

I had to restructure my
entire class because the
whole thing that makes it
unique is learning to deal
with each other. When
you’re online you’re just
dealing with yourself and not
everybody gets to interact.
Bud Ayers

social, swing and latin dance professor

On-campus housing & facilities
Perez said regardless of vaccination
status, on-campus housing students must
get a commercial or at-home COVID-19
test within 24 hours of moving to campus.
The move-in period for residents
of Joe West, Washburn Hall, CV2 and
CVC Suites began Sunday, according to a
Jan. 14 university housing update.
On-campus housing students are
required to be tested upon arrival and
get tested weekly until SJSU community
positivity rates are at a “satisfactory level,”
Perez said.

“I’m transitioning with [Carroll].
I’m being a resource for him
during a brief transition period,”
Abeyta said.
Faas said Carroll will also
be setting up Zoom meetings
with various campus groups in
February and working on
responses and action items from
the Task Force on Safety and
Community Policing.
The task force was created by
former President Mary Papazian
in July 2020 “as part of SJSU’s
commitment to examine and
begin to address systemic racism,”
according to its webpage, and is
composed of students, faculty
and staff.
“I think Carroll is a good fit
for UPD . . . a good fit for the
university and I think he’s going to
be a great leader for San Jose State,”
Abeyta said.

Follow Bryanna on Twitter
@brybartlett
Evan Reinhardt contributed to
this article.

Alexander Mullane said he’s concerned
about moving into on-campus housing
if online instruction continues past
Feb. 14, because of “lack of information”
from university housing.
“I live in Orange County and I was
originally set to drive back to Northern
California on [Jan.] 22,” Mullane said
in an email. “ If the remainder of the
semester continues online my other option
is to return home, which would require
a lot of planning and coordination with
my family.”
While the majority of classes will be
conducted online, Mashinchi said minimal
facilities on campus will be available.
The Spartan Recreation and Aquatic
Center will stay open to the campus
community, Mashinchi said. The Dining
Commons will remain the only dining
area open on campus offering $7 lunch
meals for students without a meal plan, staff
and faculty.
“Campus facilities remain open and
accessible for students, faculty and staff,”
he said. “It is important to note there
are possibilities that facilities may be
temporarily closed due to staffing concerns.”
Mashinchi said university leadership will
continue to track the omicron variant and
update the campus community in coming
weeks if “further alterations need to be
made to the spring semester.”
Schmidt said the university can only
apply so many safety precautions, and
students will have to do their part to
stay safe.
“It really sucks to see my classmates
partying, clubbing, and not abiding to
CDC policies like isolation and masking
up,” Schmidt said. “It hurts to see them
living it up in a crowded room with no
ventilation, while other students who
are actually isolating still suffer by
missing out on social opportunities due to
the pandemic.”

Follow the Spartan Daily
on Twitter @SpartanDaily
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From dusk to dawn: The Weeknd captivates
By Don Le

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Driving down a California
highway late at night with
nothing but cars and street lights
passing by, you turn the volume
dial and the voice of a radio
station DJ breaks the silence.
“You are now listening to 103.5
Dawn FM,” the DJ says as an
hour of commercial-free, funky
synth-wave begins to play.
“Dawn FM” is the name of
Canadian singer-songwriter The
Weeknd’s newest album released
on Jan. 7.
The Weeknd is known for his
clean vocals, dark lyrics about
failed relationships, drugs and
alcohol and a consistent ear for
great production that sets a mood
and accentuates his voice.
“Dawn FM” is an evolution
of the artist’s transition to
electropop from his 2020 album
“After Hours.”
With
Canadian-American
actor Jim Carrey playing a
fictional DJ for the radio station
Dawn FM, the album is more
than just a collection of songs,
it’s a 16-track immersive audio
experience that evokes funky ‘70s
disco vibes.
The synth-heavy electronic
production combined with
The Weeknd’s vocals create
replayable, upbeat songs that
tonally connect the entire album.
The album is best experienced
by listening to it in its entirety with
Carrey’s ominous DJ narration
perfectly opening, ending and
transitioning the songs.
Singles including “Take My
Breath Away” and “Sacrifice”
are reminiscent of the ‘80s
pop sound often used by
Michael Jackson and are
accompanied by radio-friendly
sonical introductions similar to

ILLUSTRATION BY DAISHA SHERMAN

Jackson’s 1982 hit “Thriller.”
The Weeknd lets the beat ride
during songs so listeners can
fully appreciate a song’s synthheavy beats, catchy choruses and
echoey use of his voice during
the bridges.
The five track sequence which
includes “Out of Time,” “Here
We Go… Again,” “Best Friends,”

drive with your parents.
“Out of Time” has a low-fidelity
vibe similar to The Weeknd’s
2016 song “I Feel It Coming”
from his album Starboy.
Sampling Japanese pop singer
Tomoko Aran’s 1983 “Midnight
Pretenders”, The Weeknd sings
“Say I’m there for you but I’m
out of time” during the chorus,

album review
Artist:
The Weeknd
Release Date:
Jan. 7, 2022
Genre:
[Synth-pop]

“Dawn FM”
Rating:



“Is There Someone Else” and
“Starry Eyes” are the perfect mix
of retro and experimental pop.
The tracks are multifunctional
songs that can be listened to at a
lit concert or even during a long

allowing listeners to imagine it
playing with their significant
other on a dance floor under a
disco ball.
“Here We Go Again” features
The Weeknd and L.A. based

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

rapper Tyler the Creator reflecting
on the anxiety surrounding
new romantic relationships in a
hip-hop/pop-esque ballad that
sounds like a twisted Alice in
Wonderland adventure. The
obscure song serves as a great
standout track.
In the track “Best Friends,” The
Weeknd sings to a friend who he
is having a sexual relationship
with, to not fall in love with him
because he is scared of a new
relationship. The song features a
trap-esque beat with an insanely
catchy chorus that will be stuck
in your head for weeks.
“Is There Someone Else” and
“Starry Eyes” put The Weeknd’s
vocals front and center as he
argues with a lover and eventually
forgives her with vocalization that
truly showcases the multifaceted
elements of the album.
“Dawn FM” radio station
commercials are ingeniously
put at the end of select songs
to smoothly transition listeners

SUDOKU PUZZLE

to different tracks and create a
full experience.
The finale of the album doesn’t
stick the landing because the five
songs that compose the album’s
ending are mostly forgettable.
“Every Angel is Terrifying”
and “Phantom Regret by Jim”
include infomercials for “Dawn
FM” and “Afterlife”, a fictional
over-the-counter drug that
serves as an analogy to seeing the
“light before death” making the
album cohesive, but the tracks are
not replayable for future listens.
Slow songs such as “Don’t
Break My Heart” and “I Heard
You’re Married” are the worst
songs on the album, with the
latter song including one of the
worst verses ever written by
hip-hop legend Lil Wayne.
“If I ain’t your husband, I can’t
be your hybrid. I heard you’re
married. I bet he treats you like
Virgin Mary. You like it dirty and
I’m Dirty Harry. I thought we
were some love birds, canaries,
word to Larry,” Lil Wayne raps.
Save yourself the pain of
listening to that verse and just
skip the song.
Despite a few unsatisfactory
tracks, the album is a mustlisten that has the potential to
take over radio and social media
this year.
Even though the album is not
The Weeknd’s typical sound, his
newest release is definitely worth
a listen. “Dawn FM” is the perfect
soundtrack for a late night drive,
a chill evening with friends or
even studying in a library.

Follow Don on Twitter
@sjsudonle

JOKIN’
AROUND
“What’s
a robot’s
favorite
snack?”

“Computer
chips.”

PLACE
YOUR AD
HERE
ACROSS
1. Foundation
6. A Freudian stage
10. Attired
14. Panache
15. Not a single one
16. Sharpen
17. Japanese cartoon art
18. Nurse shark
19. Anagram of “Live”
20. Belonging to a club
22. Convenience
23. A sizeable hole
24. Strength
26. Announce
30. Anagram of “Fires”
32. Dwelling
33. Without hope of solution
37. Gruesome
38. Tine
39. Weight to be borne
40. A single-player card
game
42. Ancient Athenian
philosopher
43. Medical professional
44. Beat
45. Chum
47. Purchase
48. Not amateurs
49. Contempt

56. Boor
57. Ancient Peruvian
58. Smidgens
59. Being
60. Male deer
61. A heavy dull sound
62. A whitetail
63. Male turkeys
64. Narrow fissures
DOWN
1. Laser light
2. Skin disease
3. Slender
4. Poetic foot
5. Spire
6. Anxiety
7. Ark builder
8. Against
9. Progress by large jumps
10. Readily and willingly
11. A green fabric mixture
12. Licoricelike flavor
13. Expunge
21. Disencumber
25. Petroleum
26. Crones
27. River of Spain
28. Agitate
29. Manage
30. A loud sleeping sound

31. Feudal worker
33. Colored part of an eye
34. Ship
35. Strip of wood
36. Biblical kingdom
38. Lampooner
41. Pull
42. The science of matter
and energy
44. Regret
45. Got up
46. Rodent
47. Boasts
48. Implored
50. Within
51. Fraud
52. Survey
53. Decorative case
54. Camber
55. Tut-tuts

Place your
Classified
Ads Online at
Spartandaily.
CampusAve.com

Contact us at
408.924.3270
or email us at

SpartanDailyAdvertising
@gmail.com

Our office at
DBH 213
is closed
because of
the pandemic.
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Experts explain unusual tidal movement
By Royvi Hernandez
SCIENCE & TECH EDITOR

A Jan. 15 undersea volcanic eruption in
the South Pacific caused a powerful tsunami
to hit the Kingdom of Tonga and resulted in
tsunami advisories for the entire West Coast,
including the San Francisco Bay Area.
A San Jose State University student,
who preferred to go by Josie for
privacy concerns, said she was at the
Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk that morning
with her friends and initially had no idea why
the waves were so high.
“I remember being bummed that we
had driven all that way for a nice beach
day and [the sky] looked like a storm
was coming,” she said in an email.
“The waves were huge and [were] essentially
crashing against the hillside and you could
even hear rocks falling.”
Josie said it all made sense once she got a
tsunami alert from the university and checked
social media.
SJSU Interim President Steve Perez sent
a campuswide email at 11a.m. the day of
the volcanic eruption advising the campus
community of the tsunami alert.
“Avoid areas that are prone to flooding
because the arrival of surges may overlap high
tide,” Perez stated in the email.
The Hunga Tonga-Hunga Ha’apai
volcano erupted about 40 miles from
the Tonga capital Nuku’alofa and
just over 1,000 miles off the coast of
New
Zealand,
according
to
a
Jan. 18 The New York Times article.
Donald Reed, a retired SJSU marine
geology and geophysics professor, said the
volcanic eruption was identified immediately
by satellites and the global tsunami system
quickly detected the tsunami’s arrival to land.
“This volcano eruption occurred more
than 5,000 miles away from [California]
so the prediction time of [the tsunami]
was well known hours in advance,”
Reed said in a Zoom call. “[The
tsunami] was predicted to arrive between
7:30-8:30 a.m.”
The Jan. 15 tsunami arrived when the
tide had already reached the highest point
of the day.
“[The tsunami] happened during
a high tide, adding another foot and a
half, almost two feet on top of a five

foot- high tide,” Reed said.
He said the high tide allowed the
water to extend further inland and the
high swell added to the energy that affected
the shoreline.
Swells are wind-generated waves that have
traveled out of the area where they originated,
according to the National Weather Service
Marine Definitions webpage.
Reed said not all volcanic eruptions
are the same and a subsequent
tsunami will depend on the size of the
volcano and where it’s located relative to the
sea level.
“In this case, the volcano was very close
to the sea surface so it allowed that volcanic
eruption to quickly pierce the sea surface
causing a great blast and generated the
tsunami that propagated away in the ocean
but also a pressure pulse in the atmosphere
that also propagated a wave,” Reed said.
He said this tsunami was unusual because
the pressure pulse in the atmosphere added to
the force of the tsunami.

There may be a case where you’re at the beach and
you don’t know there’s a warning, if you see the water
receding rapidly that’s an indication that a tsunami
is coming, rather than going towards [the water], get
away from the beach.
Tom Connolly

SJSU physical oceonography assistant professor

“[This tsunami] maintained a very
similar height at a large number of places.
For example, the areas of California and
Hawaii all had a height of roughly 2 to
3 feet,” Reed said. “Whereas often the
height of a tsunami decreases barely
uniformly with distance traveled by
that tsunami.”
The type of tsunami that hit California
is known as a “distant tsunami” because
its source was far away from the coast.
In this case, there is more time to issue and
respond to warnings.
However, the tsunami was categorized
as “local” for those in Tonga and the
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surrounding areas, allowing less time to
issue warnings and evacuate, according
to the National Weather Service’s
Tsunami Inundation webpage.
Although tsunamis caused by volcanic
eruptions are not as common as those caused
by earthquakes, the tsunamis can be similar.
SJSU sedimentology assistant professor
Ryan Portner said the cause of the event,
whether an eruption or earthquake, doesn’t
change the arrival time of a tsunami, all that
matters is the source location of the event.
“Those islands around Tonga had less than
30 minutes to respond, whereas in California
you had 12 hours or more,” Portner said in a
Zoom call.
Reed said there are scientific instruments
to measure tsunami arrival time scattered
around the Pacific Ocean in the middle of the
ocean basin and along the coast lines.
Ocean basin is the land surface under
an ocean that includes the various
topography of the water, according to the
WorldLandforms webpage.
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Reed said the main detection instruments
are Deep-ocean Assessment and Reporting
of Tsunamis (DART) buoys, which detect
the passage of a tsunami using sea and tide
gauges on land that measure the height of
the sea surface.
Scientists can detect a distant tsunami and
determine the progression toward a location
over time using the data collected through
DART buoys.
“Once you’ve detected the initial event
using basic physics for the speed of the
tsunami combined with instruments,
you can make predictions of the tsunami’s
arrival,” he said. “Based on the height of the

tsunami with these instruments, you can
predict how high that tsunami may be.”
All of this information is how
researchers at the National Oceanic
and
Atmospheric
Administration
(NOAA) generate the tsunami warnings.
The NOAA tsunami program is a
federal and state partnership with a goal of
saving lives and protecting property before,
during and after tsunami collisions, according
to its webpage.
Although it’s unlikely a tsunami
would reach as far as San Jose,
Kenneth Mashinchi, SJSU senior director
of strategic communications and media
relations, said in an email the university is
prepared to alert students about
natural disasters.
“In cases of emergencies, the Alert SJSU
system is the best way for the campus
community to stay informed,” he said.
Alert SJSU is a campus emergency
notification system that disseminates
emergency
information
to
the
campus community during critical
incidents, according to the University’s
Alert SJSU webpage.
“SJSU has protocols in place to respond
to various types of emergencies, including
natural disasters,” Mashinchi said.
“We also encourage the campus community
to follow the social media accounts for
Santa Clara County and the county in which
they live to receive additional information
pertinent to their location and those of their
family and friends.”
Physical oceanography assistant professor
Tom Connolly said when there’s a tsunami
people should retreat to safe, higher ground
to observe the water.
“There are safe vantage points if you’re
high up but going down to the waters edge
is risky and not worth [your life] because
the surges can be so unpredictable and come
up so fast,” Connolly said in a phone call.
“There may be a case where you’re at the
beach and you don’t know there’s a warning,
if you see the water receding rapidly that’s an
indication that a tsunami is coming, rather
than going towards [the water], get away
from the beach.”
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